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The Rev. Mr Suurtrere’s Account of the Revival of 
Religion at Portimouth ia New-Hamphthire finshed. 


celebrating the Sacrament of the Supper ; among 
others that were wrought upon in the [ime of tte 
Sermon, one Veman belonging to the Communion, 
who fat in one of the Galleries was fo far affeéted, and had 
her bodily Frame fo far weaken’d, that the could not come 
br. ought up toher, it was not perceiy’d, and (@ went with- 
out them : But the fweetly fed upon thé Bread of Life, mn 
told me afterwards, that it was the molt bleffed Sacrament 
the ever enjoy’d. Towards the clo/e of the facredSolemnity, 
the A/peé? of moft of the Communicants feem'd to be much 
cheng’d foom what it weg at firft: and as aa wxcammon Sop 
fat upon the Countenance of manyot them, fo 43 foan as 
it was over, they could not forbear expre/fing it, in the mo/? 
{weet and chearful Praijes. There were but few of them 
thae went from the Houle of Gon til] the Evening ; and then 
feem’d to leave it, with confiderpble Reluctancy. We were 
not without fomething of a like Nature upon /rveral of che 
Siw caffe Cy mignins, 
bo" atprefent there does not feem to be altogether that 
Life and Ferver in Religion as to forme, that has appear'd in 
Times pat: Gon is btruft pouring aut a Spirit of Suppuica- 
tion upon many of his People, which | hope may be a Tuxcn 
of farther Good. Numbers mect together to fupplicate the 
Threae of Grace: upon. the £ucsing of every Day ip, the 
Wok, but Satur day, when there 4s me pubiigd Lidlere I baxe 
fometimes been at onc, and lometimes at anuther, of they: 
Mesungs 5. ab from all that I have iccu, aud all char | 
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can hear, they are carried on with a becoming Solemnity 
ani Devotion. © 

Thus I have given you fome Hints from whence you’! be 
able to guefs what has been, and what is the State of Reli- 
gion among us. ' 

And now I am confident that as you have been praifing 
Gop on our Behalf, fo we have had, and ftill have a Re- 
membrance in your Prayers, and earneftly defire the Conti- 
nuance of them. And may you, dear Sir, have more and 
more of the .Prefence of Gop with you. May you be car- 
ried thro’ all the Repreaches and Difficulties that your firm 
Attachment to your dear REDEEMER’s Kingdom and Inter</?, 


. may expofe you to. May none of thee Things move you ; and 


may you not count even your Life dear tp you, fo that you fini/h 


your Cour fe with Foy, and the Miniftry you have recerved &c. 


Iam your very affectionate: Brother, 
and Fellow Servant in the Gofpel &c. 


William Shurtleff. 





Brief Account of the Revival of Religion atBrooK.ineE, 
about five Miles to the Weft South Weftward of 
Boston, in @ Letter from the Rev. Mr. James 
ALLEN, Paftor of the Church there, to the late Rev. 
Mr. Cooper, wrote the Day after she Affembly of 
Paftors in July daft. 


Reverend and dear Sir, , 

1” Lerprwend has been pleafed to come thus far out of hisWay 
to bring me the glad Tidings of your united Te/fimony 
to the Work of Gon. 7 

I am not able to exprefs the Joy with which I received the 
News : and confequent upon it, I was not able to come to 
Town toDay,being very much indifpofed by theHead-ach&c. 
but Sir, I was thoughtful of you, the Committee I mean, and 
now thank the Lorp that my fecret Supplications are fo fud- 
denly and fully anfwered. 

I did not give in as fome did a verbal Teftimony yefterday 
tothe Effu/iens of the Divine Spirit ina Work of Con- 
vidtion and Grace among us : | thought my being prefent was 
fufficient, and then my natural Temper ever reftrains me 
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from fpeaking upon fuch Occafions before thofe much wifer 
and better than my felf ; but I have fince wifhed I had, to 
the Glory of free and fovereign Grace, made a fhort De- 
claration in the following Manner ; That there has been a very 
diftinguifbing ond remarkableWork of Gon going on in theLand, 
I have been fo much a Witnefs to in many Towns where I 
have occafionally been within thefe two Years ; that I think I 
am as firm in the Belief of it as that there is a Sun in the 
Heavens, or of my own Exiftence. For what but the 
Gop that formed it, can fo imprefs the Mind with aSenfe of 
Sin, and its deffrudtive Confequents, as to caufe the greate/t 
Sorrow of Heart,andStreams of penitential Tears to flow from 
the Eyes ?; What can create in the Soul earne/? reftle/s and 
uchement Defires after the Love, Grace, and Fellowship of 
Curis7z, but that Gop that firft formed the Spirit of Man 
within him, and can turn the Heart as a River cf [Vater ? 
Who but the GOD of Grace can make the Drunkard tem- 
perate, and the prodigal Son, a fober ferious Man Xc ? 

Which Things have been common in other Places to my 
frequent Obfervation : nor are we deftitute of fome fignal 
Inftances of free and fovereign Grace among us bere. There 
have been Scores of Perfons under Awakenings ; yea 1 have 
fometimes thought there has not been a fingle Perfon of my 
Congregation, but has been under more or lefs Concern about 
the important Matters of another World, and what he fivw'/ 
do tobe faved ;: Tho’ thefe Impreffions I fear are worn «fi 
in many, but in others I have no Reafon to doubt but they 
have been carried on toa found and faving Converfion. Adc 
ditions to the Church have been confiderable for Numbers, 
of fuch as 1 hope thro’Grace foall be faved,and chiefy of ycunger 
Perfons, and one of but e/even Years of Age, and another in 
the eeventh & laff Hour of Life, being above feventy ; 
Three of a liberal Education ; two of them fince hopeiu! 
young Preachers. In _fome few the Terrors have been fo creat 
that they have cried out in Diftrefs; in others the liberal 
Communications of divine Light and Joy have had the like 
Effe&. 

One of our young Converts died the /af Fall in a very glori- 
ous and triumphant Manner ; the only one that has died 
among. us fince the blefled Work began. I was called to 
vifit her about ten the Evening before fhe died; and finding 
her very low in Spirit as well as Body, I tarried all the Nighr, 
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fometimes di/courfing, and fometimes praying with her : but 
fhe received no Comfort. In the Morning after Prayer, fhe 
turned her Face to the Wall, and lay ftill for a little Time ; 
and then broke out,and faid, Now Jamready to die! Now 1 
am ready to die! 1 immediately ftept to her, and faid, Child, 
have you found Curist ? Qh yes, faid the, / have found him, 
have found him! Yafked her, If foe was now affured of the 
Love of Curist to her ? She anfwered, 1 am fure,lam fure ! 
Now 1 can leave Patents, and Friends, and all for CuristT ! 
Come Lory Jesus! ---- Oh fweet Jesus! Ob the Anthems 
of ‘Foy ! ---- Oh fweet fweet fweet! And otherExpreffions 
of the like Nature : In which happy Frame the continued 
about two or three Hours, and then breathed out her Soul 
into the Bofom of Jesus het Beloved. Thefe Thingsare 
the Lorp’s Doings, and loudly call for our Admiration and 
Praife. 





Revival of Religion in theNorth Precin& of Bripce- 
WATER i the Province of tbe MassacnuseTTs, 
in a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Porter Pafor of 
the Church there. 


Io the Author of the Curistian History. 


| Di‘ Providence has caft my Lot in BRIDGEWATER, 


in the County of Plymouth, about thirty Miles South- 
ward from Boston : A Town fettled in the Year 1652, by 
a Number of ferious Chriftians, wherein there was a Church 
gathered and the Reverend Mr. James KeitTu, aScotith 
Gentleman, ordained the Paftor of it in 1663 ; who 
continued with them preaching the everlafting Gofpe] about 
Sifty fix Years. 
And as to the People of the Town, I may further obferve ; 
Tt was remarked of them by Strangers, as well as Perfons in 
the Neighbourhood, at their fir/? fettling and — after, 
that they were a People of the greateft Modefty and Seriouf- 
nefs, and moft exact punctual and confciencious in difchar- 
ging fir? and fecond Table Duties, of any ref were ac- 
quainted with : But this high Character (with Lamentation 
let it be fpoken) was not given them long: the Gold foon 
became dim, and the moft fineGold changed. © For a Num- 
ber 
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ber of the firft Planters, (pious Men and experimental 
Chriftians) not being fuffered to continue by Reafon of 
Death ; their Pofterity (not having their holy Examples, pi- 
ous Inftructions, and faithful Admonitions) foon began gra- 
dually to declime, and depart from the God of their Pusan. 
And thus they went on for feveral Years ; until Religion was 
almoft funk into a meer Form: Few had more’than a Name 
to live: In moft, Gon feemed not in all their Thoughts ; 
befure he was notin their Mouths, ufing his Name reve- 
rently and to good Purpofe. Little of Gop, of Curis, 
of Heaven, of the Soul, was to be found in the Converfation 
of thofe that paffed for the beft of Chriftians. Experimen- 
tal Religion and the Power of Godlinefs, feemed to havé 
taken their Flight from Bridgewater. This I had a great 
Advantage and Opportunity to know, by Reafon of Provi- 
dence calling me to keep School in all theParts of the Town, 
before this remarkable Revival of Religion. 

Now in thefe Days of Declenfion, neither Ordinances 
nor Providences, had much effe€ton the People. Indeed 
by fome fore Diftempers with which Gon was pleafed to 
vifit them, in multiplying the Slain, and the Minifters in 
the Town improving them by adapting their Difcourfes to 
fuch Seafons of Mortality; fome thro’ the Bleffing of Gop 
were awakened to a Concern about the Salvation of their 
Souls. But I have Reafon to think that few of their Con- 
viétions iffued in Converfion, or their Diftrefs in the Joy of 
the Lorn, or Comfort of the Hoty Guostr: But that 
moff of them refted in various Duties, fhoit of a faving 
Clofure with Crist. 

And fo in general they remained very fecure, and uncon- 
cerned about the great and momentous Affair of fecuring 
the Salvation of the Soul ; ’till fometime in the Beginning of 
the Year 1741, after the Reverend and dear Mr. WHITE- 
FIELD and Reverend Mr. TENNENT had been atBosTon, 
and thro’ the Province, preaching the everlafting Gofpel 
with fuch Unweariednefs and Succefs. Whofe Names, ef- 
pecially the former, I fhall always mention with Refpedt and 
Honour, whatever others may think or fay of him, from 
the Benefit one of the meaneft and moft unworthy of 
Crrist’sMinifters hopes he receiv’d by his holy and fervent 
Miniftrations while at Bosron. Be fure I knew nothing 


rightly of mySin & Danger,of myNeed ofa Sa ieee sem 
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Way of Salvation by\him : neither was eftablifhed in the 
Doétrines of Grace ; (tho a Preacher, and one who endea- 
youred to inftruét others in theWay) till ] heard that Adan of 
Gop. And if the Lorn had permitted me to have took 
the Overfight of a Flock, as I had a Call to do,and had given 
my Anfwer; the Blind would have led the Blind, and fo 
’tis like both would have fallen into the Ditch.--- But he did 
note Blefs the Lorp, O my Soul, and all that is within me 
ble/s bis holy Name, for what he did for me, thro’ the In- 
ftrumentality of thatMan. And I was quickned & ftrength- 
ned very much by Mr. TENNENT’s excellent Sermons,and 
was defirous all fhould hear them, as I had done, and urged 
many to it. 

Few of the People in Bridgewater heard Mr. WuH1TE- 
FIELD : but the moft didMr. TENNENT ; for as this Man of 
Gop, who had Skill and Will to win Souls, was upon his 
Return home, and paffing thro’ a neighbouring Town in 
March 1740,1. fome of the Revetend Minifiers in Bridge- 
water, with my felf, went to feehim ; in order to invite 
him to vifit Bridgewater ; that we and our dear Charges 
might partake of his Gifts and Graces, and that he might 
have fome Seals of his Miniftry with us, as well as in other 
Places. And after fome Jntreaties (for he was determined 
another Way, wiz. to Freetown and Tiverton) we gained a 
Promife from him, that (Gop willing) he would vifit us 
next Day. Accordingly he came, and preached three Ser- 
mons in the Reverend Mr. PERKINs’s Meeting-Houfe in 
the We/tern Precin® ; twoin the Day, one in the Evening. 
And tho’ the Warning was fhort, the People in general not 
knowing it, till that Morning, and the Seafon very difficult, 
by Reafon of the Snow ; yet there was a large and crowded 
Affembly. They came from all Parts of the Town, (for 
you muft note that tho’ in good Mr. Ke1tx’s Day, there 
was but ome Society, now there are four ; to which the Rev. 
Mr. DANIEL PERKINS, JOHN ANGIER, JOHN SHAW, 
and my felf, ftand feverally in paftoral Relation) --- and 
many I believe went away bleffingGop for theOpportunity ; 
tho’ fome mocked. It appears that fome clofe Hypocrites 
were detected, fome fecure awakened, and many of our young 
People convinced of the Sin of fpending away Days & Nights 

in Singing and Dancing, and other youthful Sins, which they 
were much addicted to before, and greatly delighted in. : 
After 
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_ After this, Religion was more talked of in our Town ; par- 
ticularly the great Doétrines of our holy Religion were often 
the Subjeét of Converfation ; not for Strife and Contention 
but Information and Edification. 4 

The People now thre’ the Town were very inquifitive to 
know howThings were ; having heard of theRevival of Relj- 
gion in fomePlaces. They appeared of a very teachableDifpo- 
fition : they were fwift tohear the Word ; an uncommon 
Thirft after it appeared in them. Our Leéfures (which 
were almoft every Week in one Part of the Town, or ano- 
ther) were more generally attended than before, and with 
much greater Serioufnefs and Solemnity ; which encouraged 
us the AZiniffers in the Town, to fet up Evening Leétures, to 
be attended in ai] Parts of the Town ; which (excepting one) 
are upheld to this Time ; befide all our Lefures in private 
Hloufes, which have not been a few ; and occafonal Leflures 
from Strangers who came to vifit us : which I believe Gop 
has bleffed to the good of many Souls. Spiritual Clouds 
feem’d to be gathering apace ; a Shower of divine and hea- 
venly Bleffings feemed nigh being rained down on Bridge- 
water, and the whole Town becoming a Mountain of Ho- 
linefs. O the delightful Profpe& we now had ! --- 

But I fhall fay no more with Refpect to the other Socicties 
in Conjunétion with our own, or of the promifing Ap- 

earances inthem, and what Gon has done forthem. But 
jeaving this. for their Reverend Paffors to do ; I come to 
declare more. particularly what great Things the Lorn 
has done for the little Soctety called the North Preciné, con- 
fifting of near fixty Families, over which I was ordained the 
15th of O€fober 1740. 

And as I obferved, Inthe Beginning of the Year 1741, 
there was a vifible Appearance of a religious Concern on the 
Minds of many, efpecially the young People ; which brought 
them to leave their youthful Practices, of Singing, Dancing, 
Company-keeping, which before they efteemed lawful Re- 
creations, and took abundance of Pleafure in. And fome 
came to Refolutions not only to leave fpending away Even- 
ings this Way, in which they had fo much difhonoured 
Gop, and injured their immortal Souls ; but to fpend them 
in religious Exercifes ; particularly the Sabbath Evening, 
which was fpent before in Vanity, they propofed to meet on, 
for the Service of Gop: As I found by a Letter directed 
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to, and given me by one of the young Men of ous Society, 
figned by himfelf and feveral others: wherain they fignified 
their Concern of Soul, and Defign to fet up Evening Mcet- 
ings, and defire that others would join with them ; as alfp 
my Direétion in, and Approbation of the Affair, and that I 
would favour them with a Sermon to encourage them wo 


hold on, and encourage others to join with them. This 


good Symptom did put Gladnefs in my Heart, more than 
when my Corn and Wine and Oil increafed ; and I readily 
complied with theirDefire: and accordingly they {pent every 
Sabbath Evening in Singing, Praying, Reading, and fuch 
like religions Exercifes. . 

And now, being in the Spring 1741, there appeared a 
confiderable external Alteration in moft of the young People 
in the Place: which was obferved and fpoken of by diverfe 
in the Neighbourhood. Now Things looked very promifing 
and hopeful. Al) Things feemed -_* concurring, to brir 
about a glorious and remarkable Revival of Religion ; be 
make our Sons as Plants growing up in ther Youth, and our 
Daughters as Carmer Stones palifhed after the Similitude of a 
Palace. But nothing fo remarkable and gracious, as what 
followed. The beft Wine was mot yet beftowed ; as we 
found by happy Experience afterward. 

(To be continued.) 


SSSSSCTIS SS CHOSES 359955896 + 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


"HIS is to put our Cuflomers in Mind, that this 
Day Fortnight, viz. Saturday she 25tb of tots 
Month, will be publifh'd the latt Number of ourChniftian 
Hiftory for tus Year. dnd finge feverel bave ev- 
prefe'd thamfelves fo well pleas’d with oux Paper as 
canny to defive 145 Comisnuance : This may figusfy sbas, 
provided the Reverend Minvtters im ibis and tbe neigh 
bouring Prowinces and Colontes will please to feud into us 
fritableMaterials, we are willing to proceed im the Affair. 
And if we da, we fhajl take it for granted that our 
Subfcribers would bave us fend them om ibe fame Terms 
as in the Yigr pa, unlefs they fgeify ibar Minds 


lagbe conirary. 





